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From the Bimah:
Our Rabbi’s
Message
Rabbi Dennis Jones

Another New Year!
It’s Easy When You
Have FOUR of
Them!!
“...in our society, to be obsessed with a vision about how to
make a better automobile makes you a genius, but to be
obsessed with the vision about the nature of reality makes you
a nut.” (The Jew in the Lotus, 1994, p. 236)
The Torah, of course, commands us: “V’ahavta et Adonai
Elohecha b’chal levavcha uv’chal naphshecha uv’chal
me’odecha.” It translates, “And you shall love the LORD
(Adonai’s Name) your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all of your might.” This level of love and
devotion is truly an ideal that is difficult to live up to. I draw
inspiration from the story found in the Jerusalem Talmud
(B’rachot 9:5) about Rabbi Akiva, the second century spiritual
leader who was tortured and ultimately killed by the Romans
for his support of Bar Kochba in a revolt against Roman rule in
the Land of Israel. While Rabbi Akiva was being tortured, the
time for the saying of the morning Sh’ma arrived. To his
torturers Akiva appeared to be calm and even joyful despite his
agony, leading one Roman soldier to ask Akiva whether he was
a sorcerer. Akiva reportedly replied that he was not, but that all
his life he had pondered the meaning of the words he had
recited daily, “You shall love the LORD your God with all
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your heart, and with all your soul (life), and with all your might.” He stated that he knew in his heart
that he had never truly fulfilled them and was saddened. But, in that moment, as death approached,
Rabbi Akiva said, “Now that I am giving up my life (soul), and the hour for the reciting of the Sh’ma
has come…, should I not smile?” The Talmud reports that as the rabbi spoke those words, his soul
departed.
Holy days present us the opportunity to reevaluate and renew our relationship with Adonai, as well as
with our fellow human beings. I like to think of this as an opportunity to reconnect our soul with the
Soul of the Universe. The entire month of Elul, leading up to the High Holidays, has been considered
for centuries a time for such reflection. Many Jewish sources have pointed out that the name of Elul,
spelled aleph-lamed-vav-lamed in Hebrew, could serve as an acronym for the verse, “Ani l'dodi
v'dodi li—I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine” (Song of Songs 6:3). The Sages have long
interpreted this verse as an allegory for the relationship between God, the beloved, and the people of
Israel. Just as our tradition teaches that Moses drew close to the Almighty on Mount Sinai at this
season of the year following the Israelites’ miraculous redemption from Egypt, so should we draw
close to our “beloved” Creator in the period preceding our holiest of days, Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur (See http://www.jewfaq.org/elul.htm).
The first commandments in the Torah regarding holy time are given in Torah portion Bo. Referring
to the month of Nisan/Aviv we read, “Now Adonai said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
‘This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to
you’” (Ex. 12:1-2). This is quite an eye-opening statement to a modern Jew who has grown up with
the understanding that Rosh Hashanah, the first of Tishri, is the Jewish New Year. I like to point out
that Torah command regarding the first of Tishri, recorded in portion Emor, states simply, “In the
seventh month on the first of the month, you shall have a rest/sabbath, a reminder by a shofar blast, a
holy assembly. You shall not do any laborious work, but you shall present an offering by fire to
Adonai” (Lev. 23:24-25). No mention of a new year here! The Talmud records the debate between
Rabbi Eliezer who believed the world was created in Tishri and Rabbi Joshua who believed the
world was created in Nisan. “It has been taught: Rabbi Eliezer says, in Tishri the world was created;
in Tishri the patriarchs were born; in Tishri the patriarchs died…. Rabbi Joshua says, Whence do we
know that the world was created in Nisan? Because it says, ‘And the earth brought forth grass, herb
yielding seed after its kind, and tree bearing fruit.’ Which is the month in which the earth is full of
grass and trees [begin to] produce fruit? You must say that this is Nisan” (Rosh Hashanah 10b-11a).
The ruling, based on the Mishnah (Rosh Hashana 1:1), is that, “There are FOUR New Years; the
first of Nisan is the New Year for kings and for festivals; the first of Elul is the New Year for tithing
animals; the first of Tishri is the New Year for years, …for agriculture, and for vegetables; the first
of Shevat is the New Year for trees according to the School of Shammai, and the School of Hillel,
say on the fifteenth.”
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It should not seem unusual that a year might contain many beginnings. The beginning of our
calendar year is January 1, but a fiscal year typically begins on July 1. The school year traditionally
begins in early September. Many sages teach that the progression of times and seasons is cyclical.
You will recall that a circle famously has no beginning or end. So, truly, any point on the circle
might be designated as the beginning (See,e.g., chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2842/jewish/OurOther-Head.htm). It is interesting that this very first commandment given to the Israelite people as a
nation involves time. According to Rashi, these commandments are “the true beginning of the Torah”
(Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, https://www.ou.org). You see, prior to Exodus 12, the Almighty had
already given humankind ten laws, according to the rabbis. The first, of course, was the command to
“be fruitful and multiply,” found in Genesis 1:28. That is followed by the seven Noahide laws,
derived from Genesis 9. These eight taken together would apply to all humankind. Later in Genesis
we read that God gave our father Abraham the commandment of circumcision specifically for
himself and his descendants (Gen.17:10-14). The tenth ordinance in the Torah is the prohibition
given to Jacob and his descendants of eating the sciatic nerve of any animal (Gen. 32:33).
What makes the laws beginning in the book of Exodus different is that they are given to the entire
nation of Israel. Moses, upon the receipt of these instructions, is commanded, “Speak to all the
congregation of Israel” (Ex. 12:3 and Lev. 23:24). It is significant that these first national commands
involved the keeping of time. Slaves do not need to mark time. They go to bed, get up, eat, and work
as they are commanded by their master. Free peoples, on the other hand, are in control of their own
destiny and thus have the need to order and budget their time. Even more importantly, the new
nation of Israel was being called to a very specific purpose, according to the Torah, to be witnesses
to the Creator God and to role model the Creator’s laws to the other nations of the earth. The Torah
records the Almighty’s passionate words to Moses while on the holy mountain, Sinai, “Now then, if
you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, then you shall be my own possession among
all the peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation” (Ex. 19:5-6). A crucial part of being witnesses for Adonai was the observance of holy time,
most notably the weekly Sabbath, the seventh day, as instructed in the Ten Commandments (Ex.
20:8-11). The Sabbath calls humankind’s attention to God’s creative work, but also to God’s
redemptive work as the One who brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt to be a holy
nation (See Deut. 5:15). In addition to the weekly Sabbath are the annual festivals, which the
Almighty refers to in Torah as, “Adonai’s appointed times which you shall proclaim as holy
convocations—My appointed times are these.” God is referring, of course, to Passover, the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. These holy times are
detailed quite clearly and concisely in Leviticus chapter 23.
Our ancestors recognized that the obligation of the Jewish people to observe Adonai’s holy days was
a result of our being a “kingdom of priests” and Adonai’s “witnesses” to the nations. For many
centuries the vision of the Jewish people to be a kingdom was purely a matter of the heart. Living in
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exile, they did not have an earthly kingdom of their own. But their longing for one never faded. I
have remarked many times what a miracle it is that we have lived to see the reestablishment of a
Jewish homeland in our ancient, sacred land. Something that was only a dream for our people for
almost 2000 years is now a reality. But, with this great miracle/gift comes great responsibility. May
we as a people never waver from the high ethical standards of the holy Torah that was entrusted into
our care. So, as we continue the biblical cycle of another Hebrew new year, will you join me in
recommitting to those lofty statutes and to this high calling. Ken yehi ratzon—May this be God’s
will! And, SHANAH TOVAH!!

President’s Messag
Susan Goldstein, President

Once again, we look forward to welcoming another new year. Who could have imagined that, as
we did in 5781, we’d be bringing in 5782 in a pandemic?! We’ve learned a few things in the last
year, and are happy that we can have more of our members in person. Last year, it was just the
Joneses, the Toskys, Dr. Norwood, and me. Kathy, Mary Lee, and James were learning the Zoom
ropes while Aaron handled the camera. This year we have a Zoom tech, Rachel Woodward, who
will operate our system remotely. We’ve come a long way!
As you know, your Board of Trustees passed motions describing new protocols, based on the
latest Covid-19 science, for the High Holy Days and future services at TBS. As a reminder,
these protocols are subject to change -- even on the day of a service -- based on infection rates
in our area. The current protocols for all services, meetings, and other functions are:
1. We will hold services both in-person and via Zoom.
2. In-person attendance will be limited to voting members in good standing who have
been fully vaccinated (two for Pfizer or Moderna or one for Johnson &
Johnson) at least 14 days before Erev Rosh Hashanah.
3. Reservations will be required for in-person attendance at all services, including all
High Holy Days services, and will be on a first-come/first-served basis.
4. Proof of vaccinations will be required at the time reservations are made. A photo of
your card should be sent along with your reservation request and emailed to
susanejgoldstein@gmail.com.
5. No children under the age of 12 may attend in person.
6. In-person attendees must wear a mask in the building at all times.
7. When arriving at services, everyone will be required to sign a daily health screening
form.
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8. Seating will be assigned by a Board member, and families will be physically distanced
six feet apart.
9. No singing or chanting during services, and no food will be served after services.
The aforementioned protocols will be strictly enforced. These changes are in line with both
the majority of other synagogues across the country, and scientific guidelines for safe meetings.
We all look forward to the day we can all celebrate Yamim Nora'im, Shabbatot, and chaggim
together in person. For now, we are focusing on the obligation to save lives -- pichuach nefesh
-- that is more important than almost all other mitzvot.
As we contemplate a new year, and a new beginning, I am grateful that we can celebrate Yamim
Nora’im together -- whether in the same room or physically apart. I pray that you and those
dear to you will be filled with joy and peace in 5782.
L’shanah Tovah Um’tukah,
Susan

TBS Sisterhoo
Sheri Stock,Sisterhood Presiden

Can you believe that the High Holidays are almost here? I
cannot believe that we are once again preparing for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur! Sisterhood has been busy behind
the scenes planning to deliver round challah and Rosh
Hashanah treats for every TBS family! Be on the lookout for
this delicious treat that I hope will make all of us feel more
involved and more connected to the High Holidays.
Additionally, Sisterhood will prepare a small “To-Goneg” for
everyone who attends the synagogue in person. I pray that
everyone has a meaningful Holiday and I look forward to the
day when we can all safely be together! Until then, remember
the 3 W’s: Wash your hands, Wear a mask, and Wait 6 feet
apart!
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TBS Sunday School Progra
Kathy Jones, Sunday School Principal

Sunday School began its new school year on
Sunday, August 29th, with a Zoom meeting. We
all had fun playing a virtual game of Rosh
Hashana Bingo! Prizes and holiday baskets of
goodies and activities will be delivered to
students this next week.
At the present time, Sunday School will meet
only virtually due to the pandemic. We look
forward to the time when COVID is behind us, and we are safe to meet in person again! If the
community case count permits, we will try to have an outdoor meeting on September 19th to
build and decorate the Sukkah.
If you would like to know more about the TBS Sunday School, please contact Kathy Jones,
Sunday School Principal, at krsjones2002@yahoo.com .

Harriet Sederholm Scholarship
Fund
The Harriet Sederholm Scholarship Fund was
established by a long-standing Temple member, Burt
Sederholm, to honor his wife Harriet, who died shortly after her retirement after 25 years with the
Catawba County Department of Social Services. Mr. Sederholm’s efforts provided the initial funding
from generous family members and friends and it has been added to over the years. The scholarship
is available to students. Temple members are looked upon favorably, but one does not need to be a
temple member nor Jewish to apply. The scholarship fund dividends are used to provide scholarship
awards. Candidates may submit an essay to any one of the committee members. The essay will
explain who the candidate is, what they are doing currently, what their plans are for the future, how
the scholarship funds will be used and, if applicable, what the connection may be to Jewish life.
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Interested students should submit their essay by April 30th. The scholarship season runs from May 1April 30. All applicants will be notified in writing if their application has been approved or declined
by May 15th. Awards should be mailed to recipients by May 31st.
The essay should be emailed to any of the committee members: Lin Gentry, Karen Ferguson, or
Sandy Guttler. Naturally, the committee encourages everyone to make a tax-deductible donation to
the Scholarship Fund at any time.

Temple Boar
Our next board meeting will be Wednesday, September
22nd at 6:00pm via Zoom. Board meetings are open to
all temple members. Contact
Susan Goldstein if you wish to join the meeting. Board
members are:

Officers:
Susan Goldstein, President
Barbara Laufer, Past President
Tiffany Hull, Vice President
Susan Rieder, Treasurer
Lin Gentry, Secretary

TBS Gives through
Our donation for the month of
September was sent to the Hickory
Police Athletic League

Do you have a favorite charity you would
like us to donate to? Let us know

Members at Large:
Liz Correll
Mary Lee Tosky
Karen Ferguson
Derek Cooperberg
Sheri Stock
Susan Tiger Huitt
Jodi Lavin-Tompkins

Please consider these funds for
your next donation:
Building and Grounds
Security
Sunday School
Community Relations and Social Action
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When we all get back to temple in person again, please
consider pairing with a board member(s) to host a
weekend at Temple Beth Shalom. When members
contribute to the life of our synagogue in this way, we
all feel a part of our Jewish community and an active
participant in assuring its well-being.

TBS Community Mitzvah Project

This past month, the Community Relations and Social Action Committee and the
TBS Sisterhood sponsored a
school supply drive for needy
students in the Alexander
County School System. It was a
huge success! With everyone’s
help, we were able to deliver
over $600 worth of supplies to
School Social Worker, Darlene
Berry, on August 13th!
During the past month CRSAC
was also able to help a family of
8, including 4 children. They were referred by the Alexander County Christian
Crisis Center for rehousing after a period of homelessness. We were able to give
them donated kitchen, bath, and bedding supplies. CRSAC also paid $190.46 for
2 new twin mattresses as well as a crib mattress to go with donated beds for the
children. They were all very grateful! Thank you again to all who donated used
household items and furniture. They are always needed by someone!
If you have items or funds for our on-going tikkun olam work, please contact
Kathy Jones, krsjones2002@yahoo.com.
8
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TBS Message Board

Yom huledet sameach!- to all of our members who were born in September

If you wish to post a message to acknowledge a special event or achievement, condolence, or send a
get well message, give or send your message and a $5 donation to Temple Beth Shalom Message
Board, PO Box 9142, Hickory, NC 28603. A greeting card will be sent acknowledging your donation
and your message will appear here in the next issue of the TBS Bulletin.
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TBS Member Business
Directory
Let us know if you would like to list
your business here in the Bulletin. It
is a free bene t of TBS membership
Dr. Laura Faruque
A Woman’s View
915 Tate Blvd SE
Suite170
Hickory, NC 28602
828-345-0800
Dr. Mark Faruque
Bethlehem Family Practice
174 Bolick Lane Suite 202
Taylorsville, NC 28681
828-495-8226

Scott and Julie Owens
Taste Full Beans Coffeehouse
29 2nd St NW
Hickory, NC 28601
828-325-0108
www.tastefullbeans.com

Dr. David Peltzer
Newton Family Physicians
767 West First Street
Newton, NC 28658
828 465-3928
www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com

Temple Beth Shalom Life Cycle
September Event
Birthdays
Ken Bon eld 9/4
Ronald Jacob Cohn 9/9
Brenda Callahan 9/9
David Gold 9/15
Nadine Igdal 9/17
Joseph Garrick 9/17
Aurora Cohn 9/20
Tyler Faruque 9/22
Chris Weatherly 9/25
Dorthy Levinson 9/20

Anniversaries
Michael and Katie Schonberg 9/4

Yahrzeit
Marvin Zerden 9/3
David Callahan 9/
Richard Goldstein (23 Tishri) 9/29
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Local and Regional Events

The Center for Judaic, Holocaust, and Peace Studies
invites the public to an online lecture by Professor
Emerita Carolyn Ellis (University of South Florida). Prof.
Ellis' public talk is entitled "Being with Jerr y:
Compassionate and Collaborative Research with a
Sur vivor of the Holocaust “ and will take place
on Thurs., September 2, from 7:30 - 9:00 pm. To
register for this Center lecture, please click here
Like all Center events, these online programs are free of
charge and open to the public. For more information,
please contact the Center at 828.262.2311
or holocaust@appstate.edu.

In her interviews with a survivor of the Holocaust,
Dr Ellis seeks to listen deeply, write and analyze
collaboratively, and construct compassionate stories
guided by a relational ethics of care that contribute
to improving human lives. Dr. Ellis has published
eight monographs, six edited books, and more than
150 articles, chapters, and essays. She has edited two
book series and presented keynote addresses and
workshops in sixteen countries. Her most recent
books are Final Negotiations: A Story of Love, Loss, and
Chronic I ness, and Revision: Autoethnographic
Re ections on Life and Work

SHALOM
HARMON
INSTITUTE

Follow this link for information
about upcoming online events at
SHI:https://www.hartman.org.il/
programs/

Temple Beth Shalom has an active membership in the
Catawba Valley Interfaith Council, where Rabbi Dennis
serves as president. You can find out more about this
organization and its activities at: https://www.facebook.com/
CVICNC/.

Want to contribute to the TBS Bulletin? Send entries to Karen Ferguson at
karen.sederholm@gmail.com. All entries are reviewed by the TBS Board before publication.
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Schedule for Rabbi Services and Sunday School 2021-22
For event updates, email: info@hickoryjewishcenter.com
DATE
September

October

November

December

January

February

March
April

May

June

July

EVENT
6
7
15
16
19
28
9
10
22
24
6
14
19
21
25
28
11
12
17
19
8
9
21
23
12
13
25
27
12
13
9
10
16
22
24
14
15
22
27
29
5
11
12
24
9
22

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Erev Rosh Hashana 7:00 PM (Monday)
August 28
Rosh Hashana 10:00 AM (Tuesday)
Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre 7:00 PM (Wednesday)
Yom Kippur 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM Neilah/Breakfast (Thursday)
Sunday School/Build & Decorate Sukkah/Short Service/Party 10:00 AM
Simchat Torah Service 7:00 PM (Tuesday)
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
October 2
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
October 30
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Thanksgiving Community Service (10:00 AM at Corinth UCC)
Evening Service/First Night of Hanukah 7:00 PM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
December 4
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
January 1
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
February 5
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
March 5
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
April 2
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Passover Community Seder 6:00 PM (Saturday)
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
May 7
Sunday School 10:00 AM
TBS Annual Membership Meeting 10:00 AM (Sunday)
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Shavuot Morning Service 10:00 AM (Sunday)
June 4
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
Sunday School Final Session/Party 10:00 AM
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM
N/A
Friday Night Service 7:00 PM
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