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From the Bimah:  
Our Rabbi’s 

Message 
Rabbi Dennis Jones 

Biblical “Covenants”
—A 21st Century 

Perspective 

Perhaps Abraham Joshua Heschel summarized the 
situation best when he stated, “The Bible is not a history 
of the Jewish people, but the story of God’s quest of the 
righteous man.” (Man is Not Alone, Farrar, Straus, and 
Giroux, New York, 1951, p. 245) Heschel believed that 
the quest of humankind for God is reciprocated by the 
Divine quest for humankind. Why else, Heschel asks, 
would God have created humankind in the first place? 
This record of God’s search for humankind, at least from 
humankind’s point of view, is recorded in the Hebrew 
Bible. And that record of human-Divine interaction is 
replete with the concept of covenant, a very common 
concept in the ancient Near East. The first two covenants 
between God and human that God created were made with 
all of humankind. The first was the covenant with Adam 
and Eve recorded in Genesis chapters 1 through 3. The 
second was the covenant with Noah, recorded in Torah 
portion Noach, Genesis 6:9-11:32. 

It is from Torah portion Noach that the rabbis of the 
Talmudic period derived seven laws applicable to all 
humankind. A discussion of these Noahide Laws or 
Commandments, as they are called, can be found in the 
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Talmud, in tractate Sanhedrin a-b. Those seven laws are the prohibitions of idolatry, blasphemy, 
murder, sexual immorality, stealing, eating the flesh of a living animal, and the positive 
commandment to establish courts of justice. One of the amazing things about these seven laws is 
the universalistic view of God’s relationship with humankind that they convey.  Going back to 
the earliest days of the Jewish faith, our sages never saw the need to convert all humankind to 
Judaism, thus the absence of proselytizing from our religion. The laws of Noah were seen as 
elevating all humans to the will of the Creator and making them equal partners in the perfection 
of the creation that was entrusted to us from the very beginning (Gen 2:15).  All men and women 
share the Divine image, and it is incumbent upon them all to make choices which are “godlike.” 
In so doing, the earth, including the plant and animal kingdoms, can be moved in a positive 
direction, fulfilling the ultimate plan expressed in the Hebrew Prophets, of what God intended 
this garden planet to be.   

Next in line temporally would be the covenant made with Abraham and his descendants. It was 
at that time that the Eternal initiated what I call “The Family Plan” for the spreading of God’s 
way and message to humankind. This is the first covenant made with a particular “family” of 
humankind. The so-called Abrahamic Covenant is stated in Genesis 12: “Now Adonai said to 
Abram, ‘Go forth from your country and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to a 
land which I will show you, and I will make you a great nation; and I will bless you; and make 
your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you; and the one 
who curses you, I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’” 
(Emphasis mine, vv. 1-3). For insight as to why the Almighty chose Abraham and his family, one 
might take note of Genesis 18 where in God’s own words it is recorded, “For I have chosen 
[Abraham], in order that he may command his children and his household after him to keep 
the way of Adonai by doing righteousness and justice….” (v. 19). A parallel passage to 
Genesis 12:1-3 exists in Genesis 22:17-18 with a few changes offering greater specificity: “I will 
greatly bless you; and I will greatly multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens; and as 
the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 
And in your descendants, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed because you have obeyed 
my voice.”  This parallel passage, restating the previous promise/blessing confirms that it is 
through the descendants of Abraham that a blessing would eventually extend to all the families/
nations of the earth. 

At the time of the exodus from Egypt, the people of Israel stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, about 
to receive the next Divine covenant. There Adonai instructs Moses to tell the people of Israel, “If 
you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, then you shall be my own possession 
among all of the peoples, for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.”  This amazing proclamation was immediately followed by the giving of the 
Ten Commandments. Note that this covenant was made not with all of humankind, but with the 

 Newsletter
 2



Volume 18 Issue 3 October 2021

newly formed nation of Israel, descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, 
and Leah. Most scholars and theologians refer to this as the Covenant at Sinai (Exodus 19 & 20).  
The well-known “light to the nations” passage found in the Prophet Isaiah 49 picks up on this 
same theme.  A stirring and powerful prophecy is found in Isaiah 49:5-6, “And now Adonai says, 
who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might 
be gathered to him... ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’” (Emphasis mine) The verses containing this 
passage are among a group of similarly themed messages in Isaiah known as the “servant songs.”  
And, while scholars agree that they refer to the calling and commissioning of the prophet Isaiah 
himself, it cannot be denied that the “servant songs” have a deeper and transcendent meaning 
applicable to the nation of Israel as a whole. This can be seen in chapter 49, verse 3, where the 
Almighty states quite explicitly, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will show my glory.” 
(Emphasis mine) This statement is paralleled by another servant passage in the book of Isaiah in 
which the entire nation of Israel, at that time, is clearly being addressed, “You are my witnesses, 
declares Adonai and my servant whom I have chosen in order that you may know and believe 
me….”  (Emphasis mine, Ch. 43:10). 

A covenant for a perpetual priesthood was given in the Torah to Aaron and his descendants.  It is 
recorded in Exodus 29:9, “And you shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and bind 
caps on them, and they shall have the priesthood by a perpetual statute.” When this theme is 
picked up again in Numbers 18:19, this covenant with Aaron and his descendants is referred to as 
a “covenant of salt.” The Torah says, “All the offerings of the holy gifts, which the sons of Israel 
offered to the Adonai, I have given to you and your sons and your daughters with you, as a 
perpetual allotment. It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the Adonai to you and your 
descendants with you.”  This promise made to Aaron and his descendants is repeated in the 
Hebrew Prophets. For example, “The word of Adonai came to Jeremiah, saying, ‘If you can 
break my covenant for the day, and my covenant for the night, so that day and night will not be at 
their appointed time, then my covenant may also be broken with David, my servant, that he shall 
not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levitical priests, my ministers.” This passage 
is also one of the clearest references in the Prophets to a Davidic messiah having a role in a 
future redemptive plan. That, of course, would be a reference back to a covenant made with 
David and recorded in Second Samuel, chapter 7, as spoken to David by Nathan the prophet: 
“When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 
descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a 
father to him, and he will be assigned to me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with 
the rod of man and the strokes of the sons of men, but my lovingkindness shall not depart from 
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him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. And your house and your 
kingdom shall endure before me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (vv. 12-16). 

We know of at least one community in the Intertestamental Period that expected three 
redemptive figures based on promises in the Tanakh. That is the community at Qumran in Israel. 
In a translation from the Dead Seas Scrolls, Manual of Discipline, we have the statement, “They 
shall be ruled by the first laws with which the men of the community began to be disciplined 
until the coming of a Prophet and the anointed ones of Aaron and Israel” (Manual of 
Discipline IX.11). The “Prophet” would most likely be a reference to the promise made in the 
Torah in Deuteronomy 18: “Adonai your God will raise up for you a prophet like me [Moses] 
from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. … ‘I will raise up a prophet 
from among their countrymen, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
to them all that I command him’” (vv. 15 & 18).  

Now, modern progressive Judaism does not focus so much on redemptive figures as on the 
general contours of what redemption will look like for all humankind, based on the picture 
painted in the Hebrew Prophets. That includes at least one future covenant, according to 
Jeremiah, who records: 

“Behold, days are coming,” declares Adonai, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah….  I will put my law within them, and 
on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 
they shall not teach again…, saying, ‘Know Adonai,’ for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest of them….” (Emphasis mine, Jer. 31:31-34). 

Now, as you can imagine, I have many thoughts to share about this “new covenant,” but I will 
save that for a future article.  For now, I send my prayers for your safety, health, and happiness. 
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President’s Message
                    Susan Goldstein, President 

Dearest TBS Family,

Kehillah Kadosh -- a holy community.  I’ve known we were that for a very long time, but I got to 
experience it myself recently.  On Erev Rosh Hashanah I was feeling the power of community 
and looking forward to being with our congregational family on Rosh Hashanah morning.  As I 
was getting ready to leave for services, I received a call from Catawba Valley Medical Center 
(CVMC) that Mom and I should get there as soon as possible.  Dad had a fall on the preceding 
Sunday and was admitted as he had been many times.  This time was different.  He suffered a 
stroke, and the doctor said he would not live much longer. 

For the first time, I didn’t go to Rosh Hashanah services but headed to CVMC.  We called Mom 
and Dad’s pastor, the Rev. Ryan Ray, who stayed with us for much of the day.  While I was glad 
he was there, I wondered why he didn’t leave earlier.  After all, he had a pretty big congregation 
to serve.  Hang in, and I’ll tell you. 

During that day, Daddy made it clear that he did not want any “extraordinary measures,” but that 
he wanted to be kept comfortable.  Hospice was “it” from then on.  We waited until Friday until 
Carolina Caring had a bed available in Newton.  He never regained consciousness from the time 
he arrived there, but he was kept calm and comfortable.  Mom and I were with him, each of us 
holding a hand when he died.  We are, of course, very grateful to the Caroling Caring staff who 
kept us updated all along the way. 

So, about Pastor Ray.  In his eulogy he said that he felt when he was with Mom, Dad, and me, 
that he was on “holy ground.”  I don’t think I’d ever realized what a little team we were -- but, 
indeed, we were.  Now it’s just Mom and me.  Except that’s not exactly right.  You’re there with 
us, and I am ever grateful for this Kehillah Kadosh. 

Thank you for allowing me to share these thoughts.  I promise to get back to business next 
month! 

Hugs,

Susan
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TBS Sisterhood
Sheri Stock,Sisterhood President

Hello TBS!  I am so excited to tell you what Sisterhood has planned!   
First, we will be having trivia night! I have some awesome questions 
planned in subjects ranging from 60s music to Disney and Hanukkah!  
It will be on November 6th via Zoom from 7pm until... 

Second, I will be available on Friday October 29th and Friday November 5th 
in the morning to bake challah with anyone who wants to learn. Times are 
flexible.  Not only will you learn how to bake challah, but you will have 
between 6-8 loaves when you leave! It's fun and easy! Either call or text me at 
828-999-0942 to set up a time.   

Third, we will be having our annual Hannukah Fair this year, both in person and virtually.  Dee from 
Temple Beth El is working on dates so I will email you once they are set.  Remember that TBS gets 10% of 
all of the profits!  

Finally, we will be having a Hanukkah crafting event 
that I am very excited about!!! Kathy Jones will help 
us to make personalized Hanukkah decorations for our 
homes!!! The crafting will be on November 14th from 
1-4pm. Reservations are required so we have enough 
materials and so we can set up according to social 
distancing guidelines.   

The crafting event and in person Hanukkah shopping 
are subject to the same rules as in person attendance at 
synagogue. For any questions or to make a 
reservation, call or text me at 828-999-0942. 
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TBS Sunday School Program
 Kathy Jones, Sunday School Principal 

Since all of the High Holy Days required vaccinations to 
attend in person, Sunday School students were 
encouraged to tune in virtually with their families. They 
also got to enjoy activity baskets filled with goodies 
which were delivered to their homes. Students were then 
able to meet in person outside on September 19th at 

TBS and build and decorate a Sukkah. Everyone had a 
good time benching the etrog and lulav. Sheri Stock taught the students a new song about 
building a sukkah and had them all singing. To stay COVID safe, we all wore masks, and the 
students were given boxes of homemade cookies to take home.    

We return to all virtual classes this Sunday, October 10th at 10 AM. We look forward to the time 
when COVID is behind us, and we are safe to meet inside in person again!   

If you would like to know more about the TBS Sunday School, please contact, Kathy Jones, SS Principal, 
at krsjones2002@yahoo.com  . 

Harriet Sederholm Scholarship Fund 
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The Harriet Sederholm Scholarship Fund was established by a long-standing Temple member, Burt 
Sederholm, to honor his wife Harriet, who died shortly after her retirement after 25 years with the 
Catawba County Department of Social Services. Mr. Sederholm’s efforts provided the initial funding 
from generous family members and friends and it has been added to over the years. The scholarship 
is available to students. Temple members are looked upon favorably, but one does not need to be a 
temple member nor Jewish to apply. The scholarship fund dividends are used to provide scholarship 
awards. Candidates may submit an essay to any one of the committee members. The essay will 
explain who the candidate is, what they are doing currently, what their plans are for the future, how 
the scholarship funds will be used and, if applicable, what the connection may be to Jewish life. 

Interested students should submit their essay by April 30th. The scholarship season runs from May 1-
April 30. All applicants will be notified in writing if their application has been approved or declined 
by May 15th. Awards should be mailed to recipients by May 31st. 

The essay should be emailed to any of the committee members: Lin Gentry, Karen Ferguson, or 
Sandy Guttler. Naturally, the committee encourages everyone to make a tax-deductible donation to 
the Scholarship Fund at any time. 

Temple Board

Our next board meeting will be Wednesday, October 
13th at 6:30pm via Zoom. Board meetings are open to 
all temple members. Contact 
Susan Goldstein if you wish to join the meeting. Board 
members are:  

      
Officers:     Members at Large: 
Susan Goldstein, President              Liz Correll   Mary Lee Tosky 
Barbara Laufer, Past President                Karen Ferguson Derek Cooperberg 
Tiffany Hull, Vice President            Sheri Stock  Susan Tiger Huitt 
Susan Rieder, Treasurer               Jodi Lavin-Tompkins    
Lin Gentry, Secretary   
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 TBS Gives through 
Donations

TBS Community Mitzvah Projects 
      

This past month, the Community Relations and Social Action Committee continued to 
accept donated household goods to keep ready for families in need. Thank you to Susan 
Huitt for her donation.  

Tikkun olam is an ongoing mission that we are all tasked to help with. If you have items or 
funds to donate or know of persons or organizations in need of our help, please contact 
Kathy Jones, krsjones2002@yahoo.com  

Please consider these funds for  
your next donation: 

Building and Grounds 
Security 

Sunday School 
Community Relations and Social Action

Do you have a favorite charity you would 
like us to donate to? Let us know

When we all get back to temple in person again, 
please consider pairing with a board member(s) to 
host a weekend at Temple Beth Shalom. When 
members contribute to the life of our synagogue in 
this way, we all feel a part of our Jewish 
community and an active participant in assuring 
its well-being.

      Our donation for the month of  
October will be sent to the Hickory 

Soup Kitchen 

Donations

from Sheri, St.John, and Mavin Stock, in 
memory of Brandi Stock

mailto:krsjones2002@yahoo.com
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TBS Member Business 
Directory 

Let us know if you would like to list 
your business here in the Bulletin. It 
is a free benefit of TBS membership 

Dr. Laura Faruque     
A Woman’s View                           
915 Tate Blvd SE 

Suite170  
Hickory, NC 28602 

828-345-0800 

Dr. Mark Faruque  
Bethlehem Family Practice                       
174 Bolick Lane Suite 202 

Taylorsville, NC 28681 
828-495-8226 

Scott and Julie Owens 
Taste Full Beans Coffeehouse 

29 2nd St NW 
Hickory, NC  28601 

828-325-0108 
www.tastefullbeans.com 

  
Dr. David Peltzer  

Newton Family Physicians 
767 West First Street 
Newton, NC 28658 

828 465-3928 
www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com 

Temple Beth Shalom Life Cycle 
October Events

Birthdays

Craig Axler 10/3
Samuel Peltzer 10/6
Daniel Tosky 10/7
Ronald Joseph Cohn 10/10
Steven Gold 10/11
Susan Rieder 10/21
Richard Engelmann 10/31

Anniversaries

Madeleine Guy 10/29

Yahrzeit

Sid Freedman 10/30
Stanley Atkins 10/27

http://www.tastefullbeans.com
mailto:michelle@robertabbey.com
http://www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com
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Local and Regional Events

Temple Beth Shalom has an active 
membership in the Catawba Valley 

Interfaith Council, where Rabbi Dennis 
serves as president. You can find out more 

about this organization and its activities at: 
https://www.facebook.com/CVICNC/.

SHALOM 
HARMON 
INSTITUTE

Follow this link for information 
about upcoming online events at 
SHI:https://www.hartman.org.il/
programs/

Dr. Natalia Aleksiun, noted Historian 
of Modern Polish Jewry, to Speak  
October 19, from 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Dr. Aleksiun's public talk is entitled "Conscious 
History: Polish Jewish Historians Before the 
Holocaust”
Like all Center events, these online programs 
are free of charge and open to the public. For 
more information, please contact the Center at 
828.262.2311 or holocaust@appstate.edu.

On October 28, Bread & Puppet Theater 
will come to Appalachian State with a 
brand new performance in the tradition of the 
iconic Bread & Puppet Circuses that began 
at Goddard College in Plainfield, Vermont in 
1970. The circus performance -- free and 
open to the public -- will begin at 7:00 pm on 
October 28 on Sanford Mall.

https://www.facebook.com/CVICNC/
mailto:holocaust@appstate.edu
https://www.hartman.org.il/programs/
https://www.hartman.org.il/programs/
https://www.hartman.org.il/programs/
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Schedule for Rabbi Services and Sunday School 2021-22 

      For event updates, email: info@hickoryjewishcenter.com

DATE EVENT      BULLETIN DEADLINE
October  9  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    October 2 

10  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
22  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
24  Sunday School 10:00 AM 

November 6  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    October 30 
14  Sunday School 10:00 AM 

  19  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
  21  Sunday School 10:00 AM 

25  Thanksgiving Community Service (10:00 AM at Corinth UCC) 
28  Evening Service/First Night of Hanukah 7:00 PM 

December 11  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    December 4  
  12  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
  17  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
  19  Sunday School 10:00 AM     
January  8  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    January 1 
  9  Sunday School 10:00 AM 

21  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
23  Sunday School 10:00 AM      

February  12  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    February 5 
  13  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
  25  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
  27  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
March  12  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    March 5 
  13  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
April  9  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    April 2 
  10  Sunday School 10:00 AM 
  16  Passover Community Seder 6:00 PM (Saturday)  

22  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
  24  Sunday School 10:00 AM        
May  14  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    May 7 
  15  Sunday School 10:00 AM  

22  TBS Annual Membership Meeting 10:00 AM (Sunday) 
27  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
29  Sunday School 10:00 AM 

June  5  Shavuot Morning Service 10:00 AM (Sunday)   June 4 
  11  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM 
  12  Sunday School Final Session/Party 10:00 AM 

24  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 
July  9  Saturday Morning Service 10:00 AM    N/A 
  22  Friday Night Service 7:00 PM 

Want to contribute to the TBS Bulletin? Send entries to Karen Ferguson at 
karen.sederholm@gmail.com.  All entries are reviewed by the TBS Board before publication.

mailto:karen.sederholm@gmail.com
mailto:info@hickoryjewishcenter.com
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