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From the Bimah: 
Our Rabbi’s 

Message 

God is in the Details 
 
Torah portion Mishpatim, 
Exodus 21:1-24:18 is the 
eighteenth reading of the 
weekly Torah cycle.  The 
Hebrew word mishpatim 
means “judgments.”  It is 
based on the verb shafat, “to 
judge.”  The Torah portion 
covers various interpersonal 
laws dealing with finance, 
redress of injuries, and the 
treatment of property.  It 
contains an underlying theme 
of kindness to strangers. 
(Ex.21:1-23:9)  That is 
followed by details of what 
would be traditionally thought 
of as religious laws, including 
commandments regarding the 
sabbatical year, specifics of 
Sabbath observance, the first 
mention of the three so-called 
pilgrimage festivals, Passover, 
Shavuot, and Sukkot, and 
rules for sacrificial offerings 
and the ethical treatment of 
animals.  One of the most 
well-known of these is, “You 
shall not boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk.”  (Ex. 23:10-19)  
The Torah portion closes with 
the congregation of Israel 
agreeing to the covenant with 
the Almighty, after which 

Moses and Aaron and seventy 
elders of Israel ascend Mount 
Sinai and actually see God.  
Moses stays alone and 
spends forty days on the 
mountain. (Ex. 24:1-18) 
  
Upon reading Torah portion 
Mishpatim, one immediately 
notices a stark contrast 
between this portion and the 
grand narratives of the last 
several Torah portions.  In the 
closing chapters of Genesis, 
we read the incredible Joseph 
story including his sale into 
slavery, his ability to interpret 
dreams, his coming into 
power in Egypt and ultimate 
saving of his family during the 
time of famine.  That is 
followed in the early chapters 
of Exodus by the stirring story 
of the burning bush and the 
commissioning of Moses to go 
to Pharaoh on behalf of the 
Israelite slaves.  Next is the 
Passover story with its 
dramatic interplay between 
Moses and Pharaoh, the ten 
plagues, and the ultimate 
redemption of the Israelite 
people including the miracle of 
the parting of the Red Sea.  
Following that, the people 
stood at the foot of Mount 
Sinai as Moses received the 
Ten Commandments from the 
Almighty with the 
accompanying phenomena of 
lightning, thunder, and the 
blasting of a shofar.  When 

. 

. 
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compared with those large-
scale events the specific 
religious and ethical laws laid 
out in Torah portion Mishpatim 
seem somewhat tedious and 
mundane.  So stark is the 
contrast, in fact, that Rashi 
commented, the Torah portion 
begins, “And these are the 
judgments…,” rather than 
simply, “These are the 
judgments…,” specifically so 
that the reader would connect 
these detailed statutes with 
the amazing stories and 
revelations that preceded 
them.  (Rashi on Shemot 
23:1). 
 
I would assert that the laying 
out of the property and 
religious ordinances in Torah 
portion Mishpatim are a 
necessary component of the 
overarching vision established 
by the grander narratives and 
revelations of the Torah.  A 
well-known story is told about 
three block masons who are 
asked what they were doing.  
The first stated, “I’m turning a 
block of stone into a brick.” 
The second, “I’m earning a 
living.”  But, the third replied, 
“I am building a castle.”  
Surely the largest and most 
beautiful palace could not be 
built without care and detail 
given to every component, 
including the bricks.  Similarly, 
the divine plan for mankind, 
with its overarching ethical 
imperatives: the Ten 
Commandments, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart with all your soul 
and with all your might,” and 
“You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself” presents a lofty 
strategy for humankind’s 
existence on the planet.   But, 
how does one show love for 
God?  How does one honor 
his/her parents?  How does 
one show love for his fellow 
humans?  This is where the 
details of the ordinances set 
out in Torah portion Mishnah 
become more than helpful, 
yes, even essential. 
Judaism has always been a 
religion that has expected its 
adherents to know, 
understand, and do the laws 
of God. The seeds of that 
level of observance were 
sown, perhaps, right in this 
very Torah portion where it 
says of Moses, “Then he took 
the book of the covenant and 
read it in the hearing of the 
people and they said, ‘All that 
the LORD has spoken we will 
do, and we will be obedient.’” 
(Ex. 24:7)  Josephus was able 
to write in his day, at the turn 
of the first millennium, “Should 
anyone of our nation be asked 
about our laws, he will repeat 
them as readily as his own 
name.  The result of our 
thorough education in our 
laws from the very dawn of 
intelligence is that they are, as 
it were, engraved on our 
souls.  Hence to break them is 
rare, and no one can evade 
punishment by the excuse of 
ignorance.” (Contra Apionem, 
ii, 177-8, as quoted in “In the 
Details,” Rabbi Lord Sacks, 
www.aish.com) This attention 
to law and detail has not been 
for the lack of love of the 
Creator, of humankind, or of 
the earth.  On the contrary, it 

has been our manifestation of 
that love.  Even the grandest 
of visions can only be 
accomplished one step at a 
time, and the orchestration of 
the steps is accomplished 
through the details. 
 

 
  
As the modern reader 
considers the specificity of the 
statutes and ordinances laid 
out in Torah portion 
Mishpatim, it is critical to 
remember that these laws 
were given to a fledgling 
nation not far removed at all 
from a condition of 
subjugation, servitude, and 
abject poverty. The 
overarching objective was not 
to institute mundane legalisms 
but to provide specific 
instructions for the building of 
a just society. (See “Exodus 
Morality,” Carol Towarnicky, 
www.myjewishlearning.com)  
Sensitivity to and empathy for 
the needs of others, based on 
the Israelites’ own history and 
human experiences, was not 
to be forgotten.  Thus the 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/
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twice stated command, “You 
shall not wrong a stranger or 
oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt” 
(Ex. 22:21); “You shall not 
oppress a stranger since you 
yourselves know the feelings 
of a stranger, for you also 
were strangers in the land of 
Egypt.” (Ex. 23:9)  The idea 
that the oppressed must never 
become the oppressor is 
deeply ingrained in the Jewish 
psyche as it is recounted 
annually not only through the 
reading of this and similar 
Torah portions but also 
through the recitation of the 
Passover Haggadah. In 
reenacting our own servitude 
and liberation, we heighten 
our awareness of the plight of 
others.  It is incumbent upon 
us not only to avoid 
oppressing others but also to 
give assistance to those who 
are oppressed.  This is the 
substance of the passage 
which states, “You shall not 
stand by the blood of your 
neighbor.” (Lev. 19:16) 
  
Neither miraculous historical 
events nor great visions of 
future peace is, in and of 
themselves, enough to sustain 
a just and compassionate 
society for the long haul.  
Detailed regulations governing 
human interaction become 
necessary at some point.  
And, that is where Torah 
readings such as Mishpatim 
come into play.  The modern 
reader might be incensed that 
the Torah portion opens with 
regulations on the ethical 
treatment of slaves.  But, it but 

must be remembered that 
these passages were penned 
at a time that slavery was 
considered the status quo.  In 
fact, it was not only until the 
19th century that slavery was 
abolished in as enlightened of 
countries as the United States 
of America and Great Britain.  
And, while the regulations of 
the Torah did not bring an 
immediate end to slavery, 
they did give guidance and 
direction to a compassionate 
society which would 
eventually bring slavery to an 
end.  That is why we continue 
to turn to the sacred writings 
for study, guidance, and 
direction. (See, “Mishpatim: 
Vision and Detail,” Rabbi Lord 
Sacks, www.aish.com)  
Judaism has never sought to 
make a distinction between 
the heavenly and the earthly 
in terms of one being good 
and the other evil.  Rather we 
strive, through the observance 
of Torah, to bring heaven 
down to earth and to elevate 
every act, every behavior, as 
a lofty and spiritual endeavor.  
According to our belief, every 
man, woman, and child is 
created in the image of God 
and, therefore, possesses the 
divine spark with in his/her 
soul.  The time of peace and 
prosperity spoken of so often 
by the Hebrew prophets 
cannot come until we begin to 
extend to every human being 
the rights we demand 
ourselves, and until we 
consider the needs of others 
as equal to, if not more 
important than, our own.  Ken 

yehi ratzon! (May this be 
God’s will!) 
 
 

 

 
President’s 

Message 

Barbara Laufer, TBS President 

Though my teeth and fingers 
are chattering, I am buoyed by 
knowing that Purim and 
Passover will be soon upon 
us.   
 
Sisterhood is front and center 
for both events as they make 
hamantaschen for college 
students and older temple 
members.  If you have a 
college student who would be 
interested in receiving some, 
please let Lin Gentry know 
(see sisterhood column).  
There will also be a pizza 
party and Megillah reading at 
the temple, 6:00 P.M. on 
March 25th.   
 
Sisterhood has already begun 
planning for the Passover 
Seder on April 23rd, so please 
save the date.  One of the 
changes is that the price has 
been reduced for those 65 
and older.  Feedback has 
been very positive regarding 

TBS Sunday 
school 

Marsue Davidson, Sunday school Chair 

  



the previous menu of 
individual seder plates, 
chicken soup with matzah 
balls, brisket, tzimmes, fruit 
trays, gefelte fish, and kugel.  
This year we will be adding 
salad fixings to make your 
own salads.   
 
The deadline for registration is 
April 11, 2016, and the 
registration form is on the last 
page; checks are to be made 
out to Temple Beth Shalom 
Sisterhood and mailed to 
Barbara Laufer.  
 
There will be the traditional 
Manischewitz wine and 
Kedeem grape juice for each 
table BUT you may bring your 
own if you want.   
 
Temple member Alice Guy is 
the owner of the Hickory Wine 
Shoppe on Union Square and 
will provide a 10% on kosher 
wines.  The contact person is 
Vicky Bryant (828-324-4441), 
orders must be placed on 
Wednesdays by 2:00 PM up 
until April 20th, and they take 
credit card orders. The kosher 
wine suggestions (priced 
without the discount) are: 
 

 Bartenura Pinot Grigio 
($19.99) 

 Bartenura Moscato 
($19.99)  

 Baron Herzog Merlot 
($16.99)  

 Barkan Classic 
Cabernet ($13.99) 
 

 
 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
 
Ten years ago, Howard 
Zerden bequeathed $500,000 
to establish the Howard 
Zerden Fund. The fund is 
managed by the Howard 
Zerden Fund Board of 
Directors.  
 
The fund mission is to help 
pay the expenses associated 
with providing the services of 
a rabbi or student rabbi to 
Temple Beth Shalom. 
Traditionally, there have been 
nine board members. Sam 
Shames, one of the original 
board members, has recently 
resigned and the board 
wishes to replace him. It is 
customary for the Zerden 
Board to meet annually for a 
90-minute meeting. Our next 
board meeting will likely be 
scheduled for January 2017. 
 
If you would like to be 
considered for the vacated 
board seat, please contact me 
before April 1, 2016. Thank 
you for considering this 
important position. 
 
Sandy Guttler 
828-612-3023 
Sanfordguttler@mac.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome to new members. 
 
Gavriela Killian and Rick 
Crater and grand-daughter 
Aviella Hadassah who has 
joined the Sunday school 
 
Condolences to Alex Pitofsky 
on the sudden death of his 
brother-in-law David Mode. 
 
It is time to update our Temple 
Beth Shalom Life Cycle 
Events. Please forward to 
Barbara Laufer, President, 
and  Marsue Davidson, 
bulletin editor, your family 
events to update our data 
base.  
 
We do not want to miss 
anyone’s Birthday, 
Anniversary or most 
importantly Yahrzeit.  
 
We would also like to update 
our email list, so if you have 
any changes in your emails, 
please forward to 
MarsueDav@aol.com and 
blaufer@ahrs.net 
 
 

SOMETHING TO DO… 
 
Join, Dr. Richard Lischer with 
the Institute For Faith & 
Learning at Lenoir-Rhyne 
University. 
 
He is presenting at 7:00 pm 
on February 18th in the 
beautiful Grace Chapel. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. Dr. Richard Lischer is 

mailto:Sanfordguttler@mac.com
mailto:MarsueDav@aol.com
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an award-winning author and 
theologian, an ordained 
minister in the ELCA, and 
currently serves as James T. 
and Alice Mead Cleland 
Professor of Preaching at 
Duke Divinity School. His 
books include The Preacher 
King, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and The Stations of the Heart: 
Parting with a Son; Dr. 
Lischer’s work explores the 
theological relationship 
between proclamation, 
ministry, politics, and 
contemporary culture. He 
received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
Academy of Homiletics.  
Dr. Richard Lischer is being 
presented at LR as part of the 
500th Anniversary Reformation 
celebration of the NC Synod 
of the ELCA. 

 
DONATIONS 

 
We are deeply appreciative of 
the following people who 
made generous donations to 
Temple Beth Shalom. 
 
Jeffery and Florence Mackie 
(in memory of Lila Rosenfeld) 
Hickory NC 
  
Ross & Brittany Vanderlinden  
Charlotte, NC  
 
Donations in memory of Lila 
Rosenfeld, Linda Guttler's 
mother, from Aaron and Mary 
Lee Tosky 
 
Donations in memory of Lila 
Rosenfeld, Linda Guttler's 
mother, from Elaine Zerden. 

Deep appreciation to 
anonymous donor of $1000 to 
the temple. 

 
TEMPLE BETH 

SHALOM BOARD 
 
Our next TBS board meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 3rd at 7 pm. As a 
reminder, all TBS Board 
meetings are open to all 
Temple members. Please feel 
free to join us and share any 
thoughts. Every board 
member is open to 
suggestions and thoughts so 
we may continue to improve 
your spiritual experiences.  

 
Temple Board 

Members 
 
Barbara Laufer, President 
Marsue Davidson, Vice 
President 
Tiffany Hull, Secretary 
Mark Faruque, Treasurer  
 
Members at Large: 

 Debra Engelmann 

 Whitney Cohn-
Dominique 

 Aaron Tosky 

 Liz Correll 

 Robyn Diamond 

 Lin Gentry 

 Sandy Guttler 

 Pam Jones 

 Susan Rieder 

 Marion DuBow 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Temple Beth Shalom 
Sunday School 

Program 
Marsue Davidson, Sunday school Chair 

The New Year has started off 
with a bang! We are meeting 
again twice monthly and 
continuing to study the Torah, 
chants, prayers and traditions. 
This month the younger 
children painted and 
decorated bird house and 
talked about what to giving 
back to the community.  

In March, we will be taking all 
the children on a field trip to a 
local residential care facility.  
The children will be meeting 
with the residents, helping to 
serve breakfast, and hanging 
their bird houses where they 
can be seen from the 
facility.  We will share our 
stories and traditions with the 
residents and teaching our 
children to give back to our 
community. Uniting us all as 
one.  

Please remember to reference 
the last page of this bulletin 
for Sunday school dates, 
lesson plans, and services.  

 

 



TBS Sisterhood 
Lin Gentry, Sisterhood President 

Our next meeting will be Tues, 
February. 9th at 6:30pm at 
Davinci's. We'll finalize plans 
for our annual hamentaschen 
baking for the college 
students and mature 
members of the congregation. 
We'll bake on Sat March 12. If 
you want us to mail your 
student some homemade 
cookies, we need their names 
and mailing addresses by Sat 
March 5. Be the first to email 
Lin the word hamen and you'll 
win a prize. 
 
We also will discuss the 
community Seder coming up 
on Saturday, April 23 at 6pm. 
Save the date and look for the 
reservation form coming out 
soon. We're looking forward to 
some great food again this 
year, so get your reservation 
in.  
 
Sisterhood is planning a yard 
sale at the temple in the 
spring, so keep any items that 
you may like to donate for us 
to sell for you.  The 
Sisterhood is trying to raise 
enough money to redo the 
kitchen with new appliances 
and other updates.   
 
New members always 
welcome to come and join us 
this year. The dues of $36 for 
the year and you don't have to 
be a member of the temple or 
be Jewish to join the 
Sisterhood.   

 

 
 
 

Harriet Sederholm 
Scholarship Fund 
Announcement 

 
The Sederholm Scholarship 
was established by a long-
standing Temple member, 
Bert Sederholm to honor his 
wife, Harriet, who died shortly 
after her retirement from work 
in Hickory. Mr. Sederholm 
provided the initial funding 
and added to it over the years. 
The scholarship is available to 
students. Temple members 
are looked upon favorably, but 
one does not need to be a 
temple member or Jewish to 
apply. The fully invested 
scholarship fund and the 
dividends are used to provide 
scholarship awards. 
Interested students should 
submit an essay explaining 
their interests and desire for 
scholarship support by June 
15, 2016. The essay should 
be emailed to any of the 
committee members Lin 
Gentry,  Julie Owens or 
Sandy Guttler. 

 
Naturally, the committee 
encourages anyone to make 
a tax-deductible donation to 
the Scholarship Fund at any 

time, and a check can be 
forwarded to Temple Beth 
Shalom and earmarked for 
the Sederholm Fund. 

 
 

Temple Beth Shalom 
Life  Cycle Events 

 
Birthdays  
  
Barbara Laufer 2/1  
Elaine Zerden  2/3   
Perri Huitt  2/8  
Larry Freiman  2/9 
Greg Rosenfeld  2/11 
Larry Laufer 2/11 
Grayson Weatherly 2/20   
Julie Owens  2/21 
Nicholas Laraque  2/23 
Ian Westervelt 2/23 
Maddy Gross 2/24 
Sydney Westervelt 2/24 
Sam Gross 2/28 
Shelly Richards 2/28 
 

 

Anniversaries 
 
Powell 2/24  

Yahrzeits  
 

Sol Taub 2/22 
Helmi Berndt 2/18 
David Guy 2/21 
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TBS Member 
Business Directory 
 

Dr. Ron DuBow 
Internist, Geriatric 
Specialist (elderly care), 
Pediatrician  
2651 Morganton Blvd SW 
Lenoir,  NC 28645 
828-757-8950 
 
Marsue Davidson, RN DCS            
EPIC HEALTH SERVICES 
805 W. 25th Street  
Newton, NC 28681        
828-464-0244 
www.unifournursing.net 
 
Robyn Diamond, Certified 
Health, and Wellness Coach 
Specializing in Digestive  
Health and Stress 
Management                  
843-991-6338 
Robyn@HealthHappyYou.com  

www. HealthHappyYou.com 
 
Dr. Laura Faruque 
A Women’s View PA                           
915 Tate Blvd SE 
Suite170  
Hickory, NC 28602 
828-345-0800 
 
Dr. Mark Faruque of  
Bethlehem Family Practice                       
174 Bolick Lane Suite 202 
Taylorsville NC 28681 
828-495-8226 
 
Linda Fedder (Bee Keeper) 
Honey For Sell 
828-578-6311 
LiFedder@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Marc Fedder M.D. F.A.C.P.  
Internal Medicine at Hickory 
Internal Medicine 
828-303-2131 
 
Professor Gitlin  
Hebrew Lessons  
109 6th Ave NE  
Hickory, NC 28601 
828-328-9443 
 
Alice Guy of  
The Hickory Wine Shoppe       
238 Union Square NW   
Hickory, NC 28601            
828-334-4441  
Info@HickoryWine.com 
 
Michelle Oxenberg Jordon  
Managing Director of 
Design  
3166 Main Ave. S.E. 
Hickory, North Carolina 28602 
828.322.3480 Ext. 271 
michelle@robertabbey.com  
www.robertabbey.com 
 

Scott and Julie Owens of             
Taste Full Bean 
29 2nd Street NW                 
Hickory, NC 28601 
828-325-0108 
www.tastefullbean.com 

mailto:Robyn@HealthHappyYou.com
mailto:LiFedder@gmail.com
mailto:Info@HickoryWine.com
mailto:michelle@robertabbey.com
http://www.robertabbey.com/
http://www.tastefullbean.com/


Schedule for Rabbi Services and Sunday School 2015-2016 
 

DATES    SERVICES SCHEDULE   NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

 
February 5  Friday night Services    January 23 
  6  Saturday morning Services 

7  Sunday School     
  21  Sunday School 
 
March  4  Friday night Services    February 20 
  5  Saturday morning Services 

6  Sunday School/Field Trip    
  20  Sunday School/Prepare for  

Purim and Passover participation 
  25  6:00 PM Pizza Purim Party/Friday night service/ 

Megillah reading  
 
April  8  Friday night Services    March 27
  9  Saturday morning Services     

10  Sunday School     
23 6:00 PM Passover Community Seder  

(Young People participate in Seder service  
instead of Sunday School) 

  
May  13  Friday night Services     April 30 
  14  Saturday morning Services 

15  Sunday School     
22  Sunday School 
 

June  3  Friday night Services    May 21 
4   Saturday morning Services 
5  Sunday School End of Year Party 

  11  7:00 Erev Shavuot Service (Saturday night) 
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SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
invites you to attend the April 23, 2016 

Seder at 6:00 P.M. 

EVENT WILL BE HOME COOKING FROM SISTERHOOD WITH ALL YOUR FAVORITES. 

 All RSVPs and checks need to be in by deadline of April 11, 2016 or a late fee of $5 will be assessed.  We can’t 

provide refunds and may not be able to accommodate walk-ins.  

Prices are as follows for Temple Beth Shalom Members and their families: 

Children 5 and under free! 

Ages 6-12 will be $15.00 

Aged 13 to 64 will be $25.00 

65 and over will be $20.00 

Guests (non-members of TBS) $30.00 

Please a send form with check made out to Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood to: 

BARBARA LAUFER 
5231 PENINSULA DRIVE 
GRANITE FALLS, NC 28630 
 
 

Please put the number of attendees in space below 

Children 5 and under free   _____ 

Ages 6-12 will be $15.00   _____ 

Aged 13 to 64 will be $25.00  _____ 

 65 and over will be $20.00  _____ 

Guests (non-members of TBS) $30.00 _____ 

 

Name(s):_____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please indicate if you have any “table-mate” preferences as there will be assigned seating 

 

____________________________________________  

 


