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From the Bimah: Our Rabbi’s 

Message 
Dennis Jones, Student Rabbi 

King or Prophet Like Moses?....You Choose!! 

I have long considered it somewhat ironic that almost all of 
Christianity and a very large segment of traditional Judaism 
have put their hope in the coming of a Messiah, an anointed 
king of David’s line, when a plain reading of the Hebrew Bible 
suggests to me that God never wanted a king for the people of 
Israel to begin with. If this statement surprises you, then read 
on! My explanation begins in the next Torah portion that we 
will consider at Temple Beth Shalom, Shoftim—Deuteronomy 
16:18-21:9. Shoftim is the Hebrew word for “judges,” the first 
word of this Torah portion. Shoftim is the 48th weekly Torah 
portion in the annual cycle; it is the fifth reading in the book of 
Deuteronomy. In general, the portion deals with an ideal 
balance between three “branches” of the government of the 
emerging Israelite nation—priest, king, and prophet.  
Interesting that the founders of the United States also composed 
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the Constitution balancing three branches of government, but that is a topic for another day. 

Getting back to my claim that Adonai never wanted a monarchy for Israel, the first thing one notices 
when one reads the book of Deuteronomy is that with respect to just about every law, the Israelites are 
commanded not to do as the nations around them have done. But, when it comes to the command 
concerning kings, we read, “When you enter the land which Adonai your God gives you, and you 
possess it and live in it, you will say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations around me.’ You 
shall surely set a king over you….” (Deut. 17:14-15). The fact that the establishing of a king was the 
only way in which the Torah allowed the Israelites to be like the nations around them did not escape 
the notice of the sages of our people over the centuries. Commentary on this portion has been ample 
and varied. While Maimonides considered the appointment of a king to be an obligation, Ibn Ezra 
asserted that it was an allowance. Abarbanel claimed it to be concession by the Almighty, and 
Rabbenu Bachya went as far as to say that it was a punishment (See, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Shoftim
—Learning and Leadership,” www.aish.com). 

One cannot help but notice that the commands regarding kings are predominately prohibitions. The 
king was not to “multiply horses for himself,” nor “multiply wives for himself,” nor “greatly increase 
silver and gold for himself.” Many of our sages have pointed out that two of Israel’s greatest kings, 
David and Solomon, broke all three of these commands (See, Talmud Sanhedrin 21b). 

Torah portion Shoftim refers us ahead to a time when the children of Israel would come into the land 
which God had promised to the patriarchs and matriarchs. The actual occurrence of this eventuality is 
recorded in the book of I Samuel. The Israelites had indeed conquered and occupied the land promised 
to them under the leadership of Joshua and successive judges. Samuel was serving as prophet and 
judge in Israel at the time. Samuel has been considered by many Jewish sages to be a prophet second 
only to Moses in wisdom and spirit. Late in Samuel’s life, the elders of Israel approached him saying, 
“Behold you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to 
judge us like all the nations” (I Sam. 8:5).  Samuel was grieved by the request, and Scripture tells us 
that he turned to Adonai in prayer. Adonai’s answer to Samuel is instructive. “Listen to the voice of 
the people in regard to all they say to you for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 
from being king over them” (v. 7). And, as if that were not bad enough, Adonai goes on to compare 
the Israelite’s request for a king with the many rebellious things they had done during their forty year 
sojourn in the wilderness. 

While Samuel is told by Adonai to grant the people’s request for a king, he is instructed by God to 
give the people the following “solemn warning:” 

This will be the custom of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and place 
them for himself in his chariots and among his horsemen…. And he will appoint for himself 
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commanders of thousands and of fifties to do his plowing and to reap his harvest and to make his 
weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. He will also take your daughters for perfumers 
and cooks and bakers. And he will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive 
groves, and give them to his servants. And he will take a tenth of your seed and of your vineyards, 
and give to his officers and to his servants. He will also take your male servants and your female 
servants and your best young men and your donkeys, and use them for his work. He will take a 
tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his servants. Then you will cry out in that 
day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but Adonai will not answer 
you in that day (I Sam. 8:11-18). 

Pretty bleak! In fact, quite scary! What is even scarier is that according to the biblical history recorded 
in the rest of I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, and I and II Chronicles, all of these dire warnings were, 
in fact, realized. The transgressions of Israel’s kings led first to the splitting of the nation into northern 
and southern kingdoms, Israel in the north and Judah in the south. This was followed by several 
destructions and captivities. Northern Israel was destroyed and taken captive by Assyria, and Judah, in 
the south, was destroyed and taken captive by Babylonia. 

It was in the midst of these destructions and exiles that the great prophets of Israel, Isaiah; Jeremiah; 
Ezekiel; and others, began to get glimpses of a future time which would be very different than what 
the nation was currently experiencing. They foresaw a time of peace and prosperity, a time when war 
and famine would be no more. And, while there are references in the Hebrew Prophets to a messianic 
King of the line of David, those references are very few in number. What has tended to happen, 
primarily by Christian commentators and to a lesser extent by Jewish commentators, is that every 
future good deed mentioned anywhere in the Prophets has been superimposed on the idea of a 
messianic king. Now, fortunately, Reform Judaism, has progressed beyond this interpretation, and 
does attribute most of the good things promised in the Hebrew Prophets to the actions of righteous 
men and women of all nations. 

I have often wondered if some of the great things spoken of in the prophetic books might not be 
facilitated by another leader who is introduced in Torah portion Shoftim. This figure has been referred 
to by many sages as a “prophet like Moses.” In Shoftim, the fledgling Israelite nation is told that they 
did not need to resort to witchcraft, divining, or fortune-telling.  Adonai promises, “I will raise up a 
prophet from among their countrymen like [Moses], and I will put my words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that I command him” (Deut. 18:18). Just a disclaimer here, that while the 
ancient text uses the masculine pronoun, my interpretation would be more egalitarian. I would assert 
that the point of this promise is that there would always be a Divine connection—prophesy among the 
descendants of Abraham and Sarah. We read often in our ancient, sacred writings about such a 
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connection historically. Where is that clear direction from the Almighty today? Is it something that we 
should be hoping for, perhaps even praying for? 

This is why I find the study of Torah and the Prophets so exciting. Not only do they detail amazing 
interactions between the Creator and humankind in the past, but I believe they contain the seeds of 
profound changes that are possible in the future. But, the task is ours to study, interpret, and apply 
these ancient holy writings of our rich Jewish tradition to the difficulties we face in the modern age. 
Won’t you join me for services at Temple Beth Shalom as we make an effort to do just that?  Ken yehi 
ratzon—May this be God’s will! 

The President’s Message
Barbara Laufer, President 

I look forward to serving as your president for the next two years. Please feel free to call me with any 
suggestions to help us grow and improve (396-3742). You have been well served by retired board 
members Pam Jones, Sandy Guttler, and Debbie Englemann, who literally spent years on the board in 
a number of capacities. A heartfelt “Thank You” to all of them. Marsue Davidson has been a mainstay 
of TBS ever since she and her family joined us. Actively engaged as a nurse and mom, she still 
devoted time to our congregation as Director of our Sunday School, bulletin editor, Board of Trustees 
member, board member of Howard Zerden Foundation and Board President. Thank you Marsue. We 
will miss your leadership as you take on new career challenges. Congratulations from your TBS 
family on your job promotion. 

To confirm our dedication to tikkum olam, the Board decided to make donations throughout the year 
to various community organizations on a systematic basis. We started with matching Rabbi Dennis’ 
donation to Exodus House. Next, we will be purchasing a “Hole” at the Marine Corps golf 
tournament. Future considerations for donations include the Soup Kitchen, The Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life, the Hickory Police Department, the Women’s Resource Center, the Seal Program (Glenn 
Paige), the Juvenile Diabetes and Cancer funds (Pete Sobotkin), the Guardian Ad Litem (Linda 
Greenfield and Susan Goldstein), and various area schools (Mary Lee Tosky, Tiffany Hull, and Jaime 
Jones). Your suggestions are welcome.  

Our congregation is a blessing. Each of you contributes in some way in creating Kehilah Kedosha 
(holy community) and in times of need you are there. I look forward to renewing my commitment to 
being together for this year’s services as each of you is important to me.  Shalom.  
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Hosts for the Year
Listed below are board members who have volunteered to host at temple services, but we also need 
additional member volunteers.  Host’s responsibilities are identified below and if you are willing to 
volunteer, please let Mary Lee Tosky know. Thank you. 

  August 10-11          Larry/Barb Laufer
              September 9-10 -Rosh Hashana  Karen Ferguson   hosts needed

September 19- Break the Fast     Marion DuBow             hosts needed 
October 12-13        Susan Goldstein              hosts needed 
November 9-10       Mary Lee Tosky/Susan Rieder hosts needed 
December 7-8                                                           ________          hosts needed 
January 11-12   Jaime and Kathy Jones             hosts needed 
February 8-9   Linda and Henry Greenfield  hosts needed 
March 8-9   _______________________  hosts needed 
April 12-13   Lin Gentry/Tiffany Hull  hosts needed 
April 20 - Seder                       Sisterhood                                           hosts needed                 
May 10-11   _______________________  hosts needed 
May 31/June 1   _______________________  hosts needed  

“… you shall keep My sabbaths, for it is a 
sign between Me and you throughout your 

generations…”  Exodus 31:13 

Shabbat & Holiday Hosts’ 
Responsibilities 

(revised July 2018)
Please consider pairing with board member(s) to host a weekend at Temple Beth Shalom. It is hoped that 
by members contributing to the life of our synagogue in this way, we will all feel a part of our Jewish 
community and an active participant in assuring its well-being.  This list will hopefully take away the 
guess work and  please remember that all members present will be helping you in any way possible. Your 
volunteerism is greatly appreciated. 

Prior to the Rabbi/Holiday Weekend:
The host(s) should communicate with each other regarding who will do which responsibilities. The 
host  board  member  should  make  sure  that  someone  has  a  key  for  opening  the  Temple  to  make 
preparations. 
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Friday Evening Oneg:
1. Three tables are set up with table cloths. One side table should be for coffee, challah, and wine/

juice for a congregational Kiddush. Two tables should be set up with plates, napkins, silverware, 
and desserts.

2. Hosts should supply desserts.  Challah, coffee, cream, sugar, wine, juice, sodas, and ice should 
already be stocked in the kitchen, but hosts should check for them ahead of time and let the Board 
know if supplies are not there.

3. Female hosts should set up the Shabbat candles, and performs the lighting of candles when the 
Rabbi directs. Hosts should also make sure that the yahrtzeit and ner tamid lights are lit prior to 
services.

4. Near the middle of the Friday evening service, hosts should brew coffee, pour Kiddush cups, and 
make sure the challah and desserts are set out (desserts and challah can be put out and kiddish cups 
filled before the service).

5. After the service, the hosts should assist with distributing wine/juice to the congregation.
6. At the end of the evening, hosts should complete host inventory; store all left-overs; clean the 

kitchen; sweep floor; and take out the trash.  Recyclables should be separated into the recycling 
bin.

7. The host board member should ensure that the Temple is locked up for the evening and a security 
check done when you get there and when you leave.

Shabbat Morning:
Sabbath morning activities are minimal. Paid kitchen personnel will prepare the food and set-up and 
clean-up. At the end of the luncheon, they will also gather tablecloths for laundering and take garbage/
recycle to the street.

Host  couples  only  need to  help  with  setting  up tables  and chairs  and putting on tablecloths  and 
distributing wine/juice for Kiddush. 

TBS Sisterhood
Lin Gentry, Sisterhood President 

Welcome back to Temple Beth Shalom for a new year! Sisterhood has met during the summer and 
plans to be active this year.   

We will attend services at Temple Emanuel in Statesville on Friday, August 3rd. We’ll meet at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel on LR Blvd at 6:15pm and carpool to their 7:30pm service. This is an event for 
everyone to join in—women, men, and young people.   

At our last meeting we talked about beginning a monthly women’s Torah study to discuss Torah 
portions and how they relate to our lives as women and Jewish women today.  At our next meeting 
we’ll decide on the details of where, when, and how it’ll be structured. 
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Our next meeting will be on Thursday, August 16th at 6:30pm at Wild Wok on Hwy 127 (in front of 
Stein Mart). At that meeting, we’ll also discuss the possibility of having a “Sukkout” and also a 
combination Sisterhood/Not-the-Brotherhood meeting later in the Fall.   

The first person to email me the phrase ’let’s have a Sukkout!’ will win a prize at our next meeting. 

Please let me know if you’d like to be included on the Sisterhood emails (lfgentry@charter.net). 

TBS Sunday School Program
 Kathy Jones, Sunday School Program Coordinator

Calling all Temple Beth Shalom member parents and 
grandparents! If you have school age children or grandchildren, 
please consider enrolling them in the TBS Sunday School 
Program. Students meet twice monthly to learn Hebrew, Jewish 
traditions, Jewish history, and socialize with other Jewish 
children. The new year kick-off for parents and students will be 
Sunday, August 26th, 10am at TBS. We will be completing 
enrollment forms and planning the activities for the year. 
Refreshments will be served.  

Harriet Sederholm Scholarship Fund 

The Harriet Sederholm Scholarship Fund was 
established by a long-standing Temple 
member, Burt Sederholm, to honor his wife 
Harriet, who died shortly after her retirement 
after 25 years with the Catawba County 
Depar tment of Socia l Services . Mr. 
Sederholm’s efforts provided the initial 
funding from generous family members and 

friends and it has been added to over the years. The scholarship is available to students. Temple 
members are looked upon favorably, but one does not need to be a temple member nor Jewish to apply. 
The scholarship fund dividends are used to provide scholarship awards. Candidates may submit an 
essay to any one of the committee members. The essay will explain who the candidate is, what they are 
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doing currently, what their plans are for the future, how the scholarship funds will be used and, if 
applicable, what the connection may be to Jewish life. 

Interested students should submit their essay by April 30th. The scholarship season runs from May 1-
April 30. All applicants will be notified in writing if their application has been approved or declined by 
May 15th. Awards should be mailed to recipients by May 31st. 

The essay should be emailed to any of the committee members: Lin Gentry, Karen Ferguson, or Sandy 
Guttler. Naturally, the committee encourages everyone to make a tax-deductible donation to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time. 

Temple Board 

Our next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 15th at 
7pm. Board meetings are open to all temple members. Please join us 
and become a part of our TBS family.  

TBS Board members are:  

Student Rabbi:   Members at Large: 
     Dennis Jones            Liz Correll 
Officers:             Marion DuBow 
    Barbara Laufer President                 Lin Gentry   
    Susan Goldstein, Vice-President             Jaimi Jones 
    Susan Rieder , Treasurer                          Linda Greenfield  
    Tiffany Hull, Secretary                      Mary Lee Tosky 
    Marsue Davidson, Past President          Karen Ferguson 

Susan Goldstein in memory of Harold Goldstein 

Amy Hedrick in honor of Rabbi Dennis and Kathy Jones and 
Rabbi Kaplan 
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TBS Message Board 

Prayers for continued healing for Kathy Jones from Karen Ferguson 

Happy Birthday to Marion DuBow and Aaron Tosky from Karen Ferguson 

If you wish to post a message to acknowledge a special event or achievement, condolence, or send a get well 
message, give or send your message and a $5 donation to Marion DuBow at 2752 Brittany Dr., Lenoir, NC 
28645. A greeting card will be sent acknowledging your donation and your message will appear here in the 

next issue of the TBS Bulletin.

Looking for a way to give 
tzedakah? 

Jaimi Jones, daughter of Dennis and Kathy 
Jones, and School Social Worker for 
Alexander County Schools, is trying to 
collect hygiene/cleaning supplies for 
families of Hiddenite Elementary School 
students. It is the poorest school in the 
district and has a high rate of families 
living in poverty. She has had calls from 
parents seeking help to be able to send 

their children to school with clean bodies and  clean clothing. If anyone is willing to help her with 
this mitzvah by donating some of these supplies, please bring them to the next service at the 
Temple. A box will be in the TBS foyer for the collection. 
They are in need of the following items for Kindergarten through 5th graders: 
   Shampoo Conditioner Children’s and Adult Toothpaste and Toothbrushes     Body Wash 
   Bar Soap    Boy’s and Girl’s Deodorants Shaving Cream    Safety Razors    Ultra Thin Kotex 
   Toilet Paper    Laundry Detergent    Dish Soap    Lysol Wipes 
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TBS Member Business 
Directory 

Dr. Ron DuBow 
Internist, Geriatric Specialist 

(elderly care) Pediatrician  
2651 Morganton Blvd SW 

Lenoir, NC 28645 
828-757-8950 

Dr. Laura Faruque of      
A Woman’s View                           
915 Tate Blvd SE 

Suite170  
Hickory, NC 28602 

828-345-0800 

Dr. Mark Faruque of  
Bethlehem Family Practice                       
174 Bolick Lane Suite 202 

Taylorsville, NC 28681 
828-495-8226 

Marsue Davidson, RN DCS 
Epic Health Services 
805 W 25th Street 
Newton, NC 28269 

828-464-0244 
www.marsue.davidson@ 
epichealthservice.com 

Temple Beth Shalom Life Cycle 
August Events

Birthdays

Laura Faruque 8/1 Aaron Tosky 8/22
Rachel Peltzer 8/1 Adam Bonfield 8/23
Meredith Gross 8/3 Pierce Reed 8/24 
Emerson Weatherly 8/4 Marion DuBow 8/27  
Sage Bonfield 8/12     
Michael Jones 8/12  

Anniversaries 

Marion and Ron DuBow 8/6 

Yahrzeits 

Ron Taub 8/1
Ralph Kaufman 8/5
Peter Cangemi 8/22
Harriet Sederholm 8/25
Sheldon Oxenberg 8/25
Roberta Rose 8/17
Morton Rose 8/10

http://www.marsue.davidson
http://www.marsue.davidson
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Local and Regional Events

 Member Business 
Directory 

Alice Guy 
The Hickory Wine Shoppe       

238 Union Square NW   
Hickory, NC 28601            

828-334-4441  
Info@HickoryWine.com 

Karen Ferguson, MAIT 
Certified Professional in Learning 

and Performance 
KB Learning Designs 

kblearningdesigns.com 
karen.sederholm@gmail.com 

Scott and Julie Owens 
Taste Full Beans Coffeehouse 

29 2nd St NW 
Hickory, NC  28601 

828-325-0108 
www.tastefullbeans.com 

   

Dr David Peltzer  
Newton Family Physicians 

767 West First Street 
Newton, NC 28658 

828 465-3928 
www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com 

Saturday, September 8th 

“Pop”  Ferguson Remembered 

Blues Concert 

Thursday,  September 13th,  internationally-noted 
Holocaust  scholar  and  diplomatic  historian, Dr. 
Gerhard L. Weinberg, the William Rand Kenan, Jr. 
Professor  Emeritus  of  History  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill, 
will  give  an evening lecture entitled “Adolf  Hitler 
and the United States: Views, Plans, and Policies and 
the  'Jewish  Question'”  It  will begin at 7:00pm on 
ASU campus (room to be determined).

The lecture is free of charge and no tickets are 
required. For more information, 
email holocaust@appstate.edu or call 828.262.2311.

Save 
the  

Date 

mailto:holocaust@appstate.edu
https://holocaust.appstate.edu/events/speaker-series
mailto:holocaust@appstate.edu
https://holocaust.appstate.edu/events/speaker-series
mailto:Info@HickoryWine.com
http://kblearningdesigns.com
mailto:karen.sederholm@gmail.com
http://www.tastefullbeans.com
mailto:michelle@robertabbey.com
http://www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com
mailto:Info@HickoryWine.com
http://kblearningdesigns.com
mailto:karen.sederholm@gmail.com
http://www.tastefullbeans.com
mailto:michelle@robertabbey.com
http://www.newtonfamilyphysicians.com
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Dear Congregants, 

We are pleased to forward to you the following information about an  
art exhibit inspired by stories of the Holocaust. 

Hello from Morganton! 

Art Responds to History, is a multimedia art exhibition inspired by stories of the Holocaust. 
The show will be at the City of Morganton Municipal Auditorium from Friday, June 15 until 
Friday, August 31. 

A variety of voices are necessary for this important conversation, and we would love to 
include art and words from your congregation.  

For detailed information, please visit the project's website: artresponds.org 

Art Responds is operating with guidance & support from the City of Morganton,  The 
Greenspon Center for Peace & Social Justice at Queens University in Charlotte, and the 
Center for Judaic, Holocaust & Peace Studies at Appalachian State University. 

http://artresponds.org/
http://artresponds.org/
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Schedule for Rabbi Services and Sunday School  

Want to contribute to the TBS Bulletin? Send entries to Karen Ferguson at 
karen.sederholm@gmail.com.  All entries are reviewed by the TBS Board before publication.

Date    Comments            Bulletin Deadline 

August   10-11  Services  Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am     July 28 

26  Sunday School/Kickoff Meeting 10am     

September 9  Erev Rosh Hashana 7:30pm (Sun.)     August 25 
(No Sunday School—students should attend Erev Rosh Hashanah service!) 

10  Rosh Hashana 10am (Mon.) 
   

18  Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre 7:30pm (Tues.) 
19  Yom Kippur 10am/ Neilah/Break the Fast 5pm (Wed.) 

   
23  Build & Decorate Sukkah/Blessings/Party10am (Sun.) 

(Congregation invited/In lieu of Sunday School) 

October  2  Simchat Torah Service 7:30pm (Tues.)                September 29 

  12-14  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am              

28  Sunday School 10am 

November 9-11  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am /Havdalah Social 6pm)                 October 27 
Sunday School 10am       

25  Sunday School 10am  

December 7-8  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am  
Hanukah Party/Luncheon (in lieu of Sunday School)             November 24 

  23  Sunday School 10am         

January  11-13  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am                 December 29 
   

27  Sunday School 10am 

February  8-10  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am     January 26 

  24  Sunday School 10am 

March  8-10  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am     February 23 
      

22  Purim Megilah Reading/Friday night 7:30pm  (in lieu of Sunday School) 

April  12-14  Services/ Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am     March 30 

20  Passover Community Seder (Sat.) 6pm 

  28  Sunday School 10am   

May  10-11  Services Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am  
No SundaySchool (Mother’s Day!!)     April 27  

19  TBS Annual Membership Meeting 10am 
  

MayJune  31-2  Services/ Fri. 7:30pm/Sat. 10am  
Sunday School End of Year Party 10am     May 18 

June  8  Erev Shavuot Service 7:30pm (Sat.) 

mailto:karen.sederholm@gmail.com
mailto:karen.sederholm@gmail.com

